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VIDYASAGAR UNIVERSITY 
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN HUMANITIES/ SOCIAL SCIENCE with HISTORY 

 (Under CCFUP, 2023) 
Level YR. SEM 

 

Course 

Type 

Course Code Course Title Credit L-T-P Marks 

CA ESE TOTAL 

B.A. in 

Human –

ities/ 

Social Sc. 

with 

History 

2nd  

III 

SEMESTER-III 

Major-A2 

 

HISPMJ02 T: Medieval India 
(To be studied by students taken History as Discipline- A ) 

4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Major-A3 

 

HISPMJ03 T: Environmental issues in India 
(To be studied by students taken History as Discipline- A ) 

4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

SEC SEC03 To be taken from SEC-03 of Discipline C. 3 0-0-3 10 40 50 

AEC AEC03 Communicative English-2 (common for all programmes) 2 2-0-0 10 40 50 

MDC MDC03 Multidisciplinary Course-3 (to be chosen from the list ) 3 3-0-0 10 40 50 

Minor-3 

(Disc.-C3) 

HISMIN03 T: Renaissance and Reformation  

(To be studied by students taken History as Discipline- C ) 

4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Semester-III Total 20    375 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV 

SEMESTER-IV 

Major-B2  To be decided (Same as Major–A2 for History taken as Discipline-B)   4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Major-B3  To be decided (Same as Major–A3 for History taken as Discipline-B)   4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Major 

(Elective) -1 

HISMJE-01 To be chosen from the options 

(To be studied by students taken History as Discipline- A) 

4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

AEC AEC04 MIL-2 (common for all programmes) 2 2-0-0 10 40 50 

Minor -4 

(Disc.-C4) 

HISMIN04 T: Modern India, Transition to Colonialism (1707-1857)  

(To be studied by students taken History as Discipline- C ) 

4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Summer 

Intern. 

IA Internship / Apprenticeship- activities to be decided by the Colleges 

following the guidelines 

4 0-0-4 - - 50 

Semester-IV Total 22    400 

TOTAL of YEAR-2 42 - - - 775 

MJP = Major Programme (Multidisciplinary), MI = Minor, A/B = Choice of Major Discipline; C= Choice of Minor Discipline; SEC = Skill Enhancement Course, AEC = 

Ability Enhancement Course, MDC = Multidisciplinary Course, CA= Continuous Assessment, ESE= End Semester Examination, T = Theory, P= Practical, L-T-P = 

Lecture-Tutorial-Practical, MIL = Modern Indian Language
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MAJOR (MJ) 

 

MJ A2/B-2: Medieval India                                        Credits 04 

 

MJ A2/B-2T: Medieval India      Full Marks: 75 
 

Course contents: 

 

Unit I:  

a. Arab conquest of Sindh: nature and impact.  

b. Foundation, consolidation and expansion of the Delhi Sultanate from Qutb-ud-din Aibak 

to Firuz Shah Tughluq: polity and economy – market reforms and iqta system.  

c. Bhakti & Sufi movements. 

 

Unit II: Emergence of provincial powers: Vijaynagara and Bahamani, Hussain Shahi and Illiyas 

Shahi dynasties. 

 

Unit III:  

a. Establishment and consolidation of the Mughal State from Babur to Aurangzeb: polity and 

administrative structures. 

b. Mansab and jagir systems. 

c. State and religion.  

 

Unit IV:  

a. The decline of the Mughal Empire - Interpreting the 18th century.  

b. Emergence of the regional powers. 

c. Establishment of colonial rule. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

1. Alavi, Seema (ed.), The Eighteenth Century in India 

2. Bandyopadhyay, Sekhar, From Plassey to Partition: A History of Modern India 

3. Bhargava, Meena, The Decline of the Mughal Empire 

4. Bhargava, Meena, Understanding Mughal India: Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries 

5. Chandra, Satish, History of Medieval India 

6. Habib, Irfan, Medieval India: The Study of a Civilization 

7. Habib, Irfan, Economic History of Medieval India: A Survey 

8. Habib, Irfan, The Agrarian System of Mughal India 

9. Habibullah, A.B.M., The Foundation of Muslim Rule in India 

10. Hasan, S. Nurul, Thoughts on Agrarian Relations in Mughal India 

11. Jackson, Peter, The Delhi Sultanate: A Political and Military History 

12. Kulke , H. (ed.), The State in India (1000-1700) 

13. Kumar, Sunil, The Emergence of the Delhi Sultanate 

14. Raychaudhuri, T.K and Habib, I. (ed.), The Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol. II 

& II 

15. Stein, Burton, Vijayanagara 
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16. Alam, Muzaffar and Subhramanyan, Sanjay (eds.), The Mughal State 

17. Ali, M. Athar, Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society and Culture 

18. Richards, J.F., The Mughal Empire 

19. চন্দ্র, সতীশ, মধ্যযুগের ভারত (প্রথম খণ্ড): সুলতানি আমল থথগে মুঘল আমল, নিনি সুলতাি (১২০৫-১৫২৬)। 

20. চন্দ্র, সতীশ, মধ্যযুগের ভারত (নিতীয় খণ্ড): সুলতানি আমল থথগে মুঘল আমল, মুঘল সাম্রাজ্য (১৫২৬-১৭৪৮)। 

21. বগ্যাপাধ্যায়, থশখর, পলাশী থথগে পানটিশি: আধু্নিে ভাগরতর ইনতহাস, ওনরগয়ন্ট লংমযাি, েলোতা। 

22. রায়, অনিরুদ্ধ, মধ্যযুগের ভারগতর ইনতহাস: সুলতানি আমল, ওনরগয়ন্ট লংমযাি, েলোতা। 

23. রায়, অনিরুদ্ধ, মুঘল সাম্রাগজ্যর উত্থাি-পতগির ইনতহাস (প্রথম খন্ড), প্রেনতশীল প্রোশে, েলোতা। 

24. রায়, অনিরুদ্ধ, মুঘল সাম্রাগজ্যর উত্থাি-পতগির ইনতহাস (নিতীয় খন্ড), প্রেনতশীল প্রোশে, েলোতা।   

25. হানবব, ইরফাি, মধ্যযুগের ভারগতর অথিনিনতে ইনতহাস, প্রগেনসভ পাবনলশাসি, েলোতা। 

26. হানবব, ইরফাি, মধ্যোলীি ভারত ১-৪ খণ্ড, থে নপ বােচী অযান্ড থোম্পািী, েলোতা। 

 
 

MJ A3/B3: Environmental Issues in India                       Credits 04 

 

MJ A3/B3T: Environmental Issues in India              Full Marks: 75 

 
Course Objectives: 

 

This course intends to provide an extensive and deeper understanding of environmental issues and 

its impact on society to history students. It focuses on the impact of environmental status in 

different regime of historical times.  
 

Course Contents:  

 

Unit I: Social perspectives on environment  

Studying human-nature interactions - Recent Trends - The concept of Anthropocene. 

 

Unit II: Colonialism and Environment   

Geographical, Ecological and Cultural thought in Pre-colonial India about the Environment. 

New Regimes of Land, Forests, Water and Irrigation;   

Resistances to New Regimes: Peasants, Adivasi/Tribal and Pastoralists. 

 

Unit III:  Independent India and Environment  

Forests; Human-wildlife conflict, threat to Bio-diversity,  

Water; Dams, Displacement, Pollution, Degradation, Environmental Movements 

Mitigating Hunger-Green Revolution 

 

Unit IV: Environmental Concerns in a Globalizing World 

Climate Change and Global Efforts 
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Suggested Readings: 

 

1. Mahesh Rangarajan, Environmental Issues in India, New Delhi: Pearson, 2007 

2. Anil Agarwal, et al, The State of India’s Environment, The Second Citizens’ Report, Delhi: 

Centre for Science and Environment, 1985 

3. Madhav Gadgil & Ramchandran Guha, This Fissured Land: An Ecological History of 

India, Delhi, OUP,1990 

4. -------Ecology and Equity, the Use and Abuse of Nature in Contemporary India, 1995 

5. David Arnold and Ramchandra Guha (eds,) Nature, Culture, Imperialism, Delhi, OUP, 

1995 

6. Salim Ali, The Fall of a Sparrow, 1985 

7.  Agarwal Anil and S. Narain, eds. The Fifth Citizen’s Report on the Environment in India. 

Delhi: Centre for Science and Environment, 1999. 

8. Agarwal, Anil, et al, eds. The First Citizens’ Report on the Environment in India. Delhi: 

Centre for Science and Environment, 1982 

9. Divyabhanusinh. The End of a Trail: History of Cheetah in India. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, 1990. 

10. Grove, Richard, Vinita Damodaran and Satpal Sangwan, eds. Nature and the Orient: The 

Environmental History of South and Southeast Asia. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 

2000. 

11. Guha R. Environmentalism: A Global History. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2001.  

12. Lahiri Nayanjot. ed. The Decline and Fall of the Indus Civilization. Ranikhet: Permanent 

Black, 2002.  

13. McNeill J.R., Something New Under the Sun: An Environmental History of Twentieth 

Century World. New York & London: W.W. Morton & Company, 2000. 

14.  Rajan S. Ravi, ‘Toward a Metaphysic of Environmental Violence: The Case of the Bhopal 

Gas Disaster’ in Violent Environments. Edited by Nancy Lee Peluso and Michael Watts, 

380-98. Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2001.  

15. Rangarajan Mahesh and K. Sivaramakrishnan, eds. India’s Environmental History. Two 

Volumes. Ranikhet: Permanent Black, 2012. 

16. Ratnagar Shereen. Understanding Harappa: Civilization in the Greater Indus Valley. New 

Delhi: Tulika, 2001.  

17. Shiva Vandana. The Violence of the Green Revolution. London and New Jersey: Zed 

Books, 1993 

18. বােচী, থিবারনত, ‘উপনিগবগশর জ্নম-জ্ঙ্গল, েৃনি-পনরগবশ’, ইনতহাগসর নবতেি, নবতগেির ইনতহাস। সম্পাাঃ 
প্রতযয় িাথ ও থেৌস্তুভ মনি থসিগুপ্ত, আি্, ২০২১। 

19. হানবব, ইরফাি, মািুি ও পনরগবশাঃ ভারতবগিির বাস্তুতানিে ইনতহাস, প্রগেনসভ, ২০১৫। 
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Major (Elective-1): World Politics 1919 to 1945    Credits 04 

 

MJE-1T: World Politics 1919 to 1945     Full Marks: 75 

 

Course outcome: This course focuses on European History, beginning with the aftermath of the First 

World War, and finally provides a picture of Europe between the two World Wars. This paper examines 

key aspects of the twentieth-century World, highlighting the impact of a shift from Eurocentric to 

ideologically polarized superpower-centric politics, particularly during the Cold War. Students will also 

learn about the emergence of the Third World and the rise of a unipolar World system. 

 

Course Content: 

 

I. Challenges to the new European order: Consolidation and Development of power of the 

Soviet State, French search for security, Rise of Fascism in Italy and Nazism in Germany, 

World Economic Depression of 1929, the Crisis of the Inter-War European Order 

 

II. The Road to 2nd World War: Germany’s aggressive foreign policy; the role of the war 

economy, the Spanish Civil War, Mussolini’s foreign policy, and the Abyssinian Crisis, 

formation of the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo; Axis: Grand Alliance, and the Second World War; 

Impact of the War 

 

III. United Nations Organization: Its origin and functions 

 

IV. Cold War and the emergence of bipolar politics: Rise of Communist China; Cold War in 

Asia: Korea, Cuba, Vietnam, Middle East; Third World and Non-Aligned Movement; Détente 

and disintegration of the Soviet Bloc; Future of the Cold War 

 

Suggested Readings:  

1. Gerald Brennan, The Spanish Labyrinth: An Account of the Social and Political Background of the 

Civil War 

2. C.M. Cipolla, Fontana Economic History of Europe, Volume III: The Industrial RevolutionNorman 

Davies, Europe 

3. J. Evans, The Foundations of a Modern State in 19th Century Europe 

4. T.S.Hamerow, Restoration, Revolution and Reaction: Economics and Politics inGermany,1815 - 

1871 

5. E.J.Hobsbawn, The Age of Revolution 

6. James Joll, Europe Since 1870 

7. David Landes, Prometheus Unbound 

8. George Lichtheim, A Short History of Socialism 

9. Alec Nove, An Economic History of the USSR 

10. Andrew Porter, European Imperialism, 18760-1914 

11. Anthony Wood, History of Europe, 1815 -1960 

12. Stuart Woolf, History of Italy, 1700-1860 

13. G. Barrowclough, An Introduction to Contemporary History 
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14. Fernand Braudel, ―History and the Social Sciencel, in M. Aymar and Maurice Dobb 

15. (eds.),Soviet Economic Development Since 1917 

16. M. Perrot and G. Duby (eds.), A History of Women in the West, Volumes 4 and 5 

17. H.J. Hanham, Nineteenth Century Constitution, 1815 - 1914 

18. E.J. Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism 

19. Charles and Barbara Jelavich, Establishment of the Balkan National States, 1840-1920 

20. James Joll, Origins of the First World war (1989) 

21. Jaon B. Landes, Women and the Public Sphere in the Age of the French Revolution 

22. David lowenthal, The Past is a Foreign Country 

23. Nicholas Mansergh, The Irish Question, 1840-1921 

24. K.O. Morga, Oxford Illustrated History of Britain, Volume 3 1789 – 1983 

25. N.V. Riasanovsky, A History of Russia 

26. J.M. Robert, Europe 1880- 1985 

27. J.J. Roth (ed.), World War I: A Turning Point in Modern History 

28. Lawrence Stone, History and the Social Sciences in the Twentieth Century: The Past 

29. and the Present 

30. Dorothy Thompson, Chartists: Popular Politics in the Industrial Revolution 

31. E.P. Thompson, Making of the English WorkingClass 

32. Michel Vovelle, Fall of the French Monarchy 

33. H. Seton Watson, The Russian Empire 

34. Raymond Williams, Culture and Society 

35. P. Calvocoressi, World Politics since 1945 

36. C.J. Bartlett, International Politics: States, power and conflict since 1945 

37. Joan Spero, The Politics of International Economic Relations 

38. Hans J. Morgenthou, Politics among Nations 

39. J.L. Gaddis, The United States and the origins of the Cold War 

40. D.F. Fleming, The Cold War and Its Origins 

41. Walter La Febar, America, Russia and the Cold War 

42. Garo Alprovitz, Atomic Diplomacy: Hiroshima and Potsdam 

43. Joyce and Gabriel Kolko, The Politics of War 

44. ----------------, The Limits of Power: The World and US Foreign Policy 

45. Thomas J. Patterson, Soviet-American Confrontation: Post-War Reconstruction and theOrigins of 

the Cold War 

46. L.J. Halle, The Cold War as History 

47. Peter Lowe, The Origins of the Korean War 

48. Gung-Wu Wang, China and the World since 1949 

49. Herbert Ellison, ed. The Sino-Soviet Conflict: A Global Perspective 

50. J. Gittings, Survey of the Sino-Soviet Dispute 

51. C.F. Fitzerland, The Chinese View of their place in the world 

52. D. Rees, A Short History of Modern Korea 

53. R.E.M. Irving, The First Indo-China War: French and American Policy, 1945-54 

54. L.J. Mathews and D.E. Brown, (eds), Assessing the Vietnam War 

55. Nikki R. Keddiie, Roots of Revolution: An interpretative history of modern Iran 

56. Fiona Venn, Oil Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century 
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57. Carl L. Brown, International Politics in the Middle East 

58. R. Ovendale, The Origins of the Arab-Israeli Wars 

59. E. Said, The Question of Palestine 

60. B.D. Nossiter, The Global Struggle for more: Third World Conflicts with rich nations 

61. Susan George, How the other Half Dies 

62. -----------------, A Fate Worse than Debt: Third World Conflicts with rich nations 

63. Z. Brzezinski, The Soviet Block: Unity and Conflict 

64. William A. Williams, Empire as Way of Life 

65. G. Ionesku, The Breakup of the Soviet Empire in Eastern Europe 

66. Adam Ullam, Stalin 

67. Roy Medvedev, On Stalin and Stalinism 

68. Raymond Garthoff, The Great Transition, American-Soviet Relations and the End of the 

69. Cold War 

70. M.S. Rajan, Studies on Non-alignment and the Non-aligned Movement 

71. Malabika Banerjee, The Non-aligned Movement 

72. Uma Vasudev, ed. Issues before Non-alignment: Past and Future 

73. Joseph S. Nye, Jr.Bound to Lead: The Changing Nature of American Power 

74. -------------, Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics 

75. Shashi Tharoor, Pax Indica: India and the World of the 21st Century 

76. প্রণব কুমার চট্টাপাধ্যায়, আন্তর্জাতিক সম্পট্কজর ইতিহাস (১৯১৯–বিজমানসময়পর্জন্ত) 

77. র্য়ন্ত কুমার রায় ও প্রফুল্ল চক্রবিজী, আন্তর্জাতিক সম্পট্কজর ইতিহাস 

78. প্রফুল্ল চক্রবিজী ও তসদ্ধার্জ গুহরায়, আন্তর্জাতিক সম্পট্কজর ইতিহাস 

79. রাধ্ারমণ চক্রবিজী ও সুকল্পা চক্রবিজী, সমসামতয়ক আন্তর্জাতিক সম্পট্কজর ইতিহাস 

 

 

OR 
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Major (Elective-1): Ideas and Thoughts of Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, Rabindranath Tagore 

and Swami Vivekananda     

 
MJE-1T: Ideas and Thoughts of Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, Rabindranath Tagore and Swami 

Vivekananda        

Credits 04 Full Marks: 75 
 

Course outcome: This course focuses on thoughts and views of great thinkers such as Bankim Chandra 

Chattopadhyay, Rabindranath Tagore and Swami Vivekananda who have shaped the educational scenario 

in India and the World. Students will learn about their philosophical theories on topics like liberty, justice, 

rights, authority and education which have paved the way for revolutions and changes in India as well as 

in the World.  

 
Course Content: 

 
I. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay: (a) Bankim’s nationalism; Anandamath; Vande Mataram 

(c) the concept of 'Bharatmata'. 

 

II. Rabindranath Tagore: (a)Tagore’s notions of nationalism and swadeshi; (b) Swadeshi Samaj 

essays: the idea of atmasakti – rural reconstruction and samabaya  

 

III. Tagore’s Search for a Distinctive Indian History and an Assimilationist Civilization: 

Itihasa, Bharat Barsher Itihasa, and Bharat Barsher Itihasher Dhara; the Religion of Man and 

Tagore's Universalism; the Second World War; the Crisis of Civilization; the Kalantar Essays. 

 

IV. Swami Vivekananda: (a) Hindu Revivalism in Bengal; Parliament of the World’s Religions 

at Chicago (1893); (b) Vedantic Socialism:  the idea of ‘Shudra Revolution’. 

 

Suggested Readings:  

1. Bhattacharya, Sabyasachi. Rabindranath Tagore: An Interpretation 

2. -------------------- Talking Back: The Idea of Civilization in the Indian Nationalist Discourse 

3. -------------------- Vande Mataram: The Biography of a Song 

4. Das, Sisir Kumar (ed.). The English Writings of Rabindranath Tagore [relevant writings] 

5. Das Gupta, R.K. Swami Vivekananda’s Vedantic Socialism 

6. Kripalani, Krishna. Rabindranath Tagore: A Biography 

7. Raychaudhuri, Tapan. Europe Reconsidered: Perceptions of the West in Nineteenth Century Bengal 

8. ------------------- Perceptions, Emotions, Sensibilities: Essays on India’s Colonial and Post-colonial 

Experiences 

9. Sarkar, Tanika. Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation: Community, Religion and Cultural Nationalism 

10. Sen, Amiya P. Hindu Revivalism in Bengal, 1872-1905 

11. ----------------- Swami Vivekananda 

12. Sil, Nrisngha Prosad. Swami Vivekananda: A Reassessment 

13. দি, ভট্বিাষ. ত চনানায়ক তবঙমচন 

14. দাস, ত তিিরকুমার. পবনসংগহ [ত নবরাত চি অংি] 
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15. পাল, পিান কুমার. তরবর্ীবনী [ত নবরাত চি অংি] 

16. ে পাদার, অতরবন. তবঙমমানস 

17. মুট্ খাপাধ্F ায়, পভাি কুমার. রবীনর্ীবনী ও রবীন সাত হিF েপবিক (চার খণঃ ১৮৬১-১৯৪১) 

18. রবীন রচনাবলী (ত বিভারিী/তপিমবঙ সরকার) [ত নবরাত চি অংি] 

19. রাট্য়চৗধু্রী, িপন. ইট্েরাপ পুনদরিরন 
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MINOR (MI) 

(To be studied by students taken History as Discipline- C) 

MI-3/C3: Same as Minor-3 (HISMIN03) of History (Hons.) programme Credits 04 

           Full Marks: 75 

 

MI-4/C4: Same as Minor-4 (HISMIN04) of History (Hons.) programme Credits 04 

           Full Marks: 75 

 

 

SKILL ENHANCEMENT COURSE (SEC) 
 

(To be studied by students taken History as Discipline- C) 

SEC-03P: Same as SEC-03(HISSEC03) of History (Hons) programme  Credits 03 

           Marks: 50 

 


